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Appendix B 
Interview Transcript 
Theme       Pseudonym:  Hua Mei     Interview 1      Date of Interview: 30/10/14 
                   JZ:   Do you like living here, now?
                   HM:  Ya, I like here , from very begin.
                    JZ:   From very beginning? Why?
3.10          HM:  I like the environment. Obviously, the environment here is much better than in China. Secondly, I like the culture environment. I think People are respected more each other here than in China.  They respect you. So I feel more freedom. And I think more easier, in terms of stress, regarding I mean stress caused by when you consider relationship with people. I can say what I want, I don’t need worry about the consequences. I can even do what I want to as long as without breaking a law.  So, its’ more freedom.
                    JZ:  Is your living condition now is the same as you expected      
                     before you came here?
  3.10         HM: No, actually my living condition physically , I think it is actually getting worse. I had much better social statues, well-paid job, money I could control. Here I thought I tired out, money wise. I only have income which I could quickly use up on my daily expenses such as rent and food. I would say I almost have no entertainment, no watching TV, a movie here and there. That’s about  it. I don’t have extra money to do anything else. Yah, If you talking about living condition, it’s not much better, even worse. But I think I am happier.
                      JZ: Is that because you feel freedom inside? 
3.10            HM: Yah, it is. I think you can say that. I was very stressful in China because of certain expectations from family, from society , from neighbours , from friends. People always have certain expectation, or certain pass desire  for you. Everybody thinks you should do this, you should do that.If you don’t do this as norm people would do, and you will attract a lot of negative attention. And that, in turn, give you a lot of stress, which would become the reason for your life option. You don’t need to consider what decision you made. That’s what I thought I have no choice I have to follow this way.  Otherwise, I have no way to survive. But here , there are so many lifestyles, and you don’t need worry about your choice be judged. They expected your choices.  You make your own decision on the responsibility and consequences.
                     JZ: Do you think you have more personal development compare with in China?
3.15            HM: Yah ,I would say , I think so. I have more experiences , and I have adventures in different fields. Now I am  a completely  different person. When I was in China, I walked very narrow path.  My social network is limited in workplace and family. I  almost  had no chance to meet other people , instead of co-workers, few friends. Those friends usually developed from colleagues, classmates and neighbours. So It’s still in the close circle  around me. But here , there are so many opportunities. so many activities organized by government or public. We just come together become club groups.  So many fields, many groups where you get a chance to meet a lot of people. So its’ a kind of expending your experience,at the same time expending  your view.  You can live your life like this. You can live like that. So people have a decent life.  I feel freedom because I feel I can make  chose. I have so many options. I feel good. 
                     JZ: I can see you enjoy your life here very much.  Did you have any hard experience or hard time since you came here?
3.20            HM: Yes, I know. Well I think the downside after ten years was minority. Sometimes I feel it is uncomfortable when I am dealing with the mainstream culture here. Because I didn’t grow up in the environment. Although I think I have changed enough to feel it won’t uncomfortable, I don’t feel I belong to it, like my own culture, ether. So, sometimes, I feel lonely. I don’t have many friends who can understand my feelings.  
                      JZ: You said you are minority. Does that mean Chinese population here less than other ethic groups in Toronto? Why you use “minority”? 
3.205            HM: Well, that is a physical figure. Of course,  the majority is Canadian culture. We are Chinese community , it’s different, specially like adults , who immigrante here from China. Of cause if our kids grow up here,or they wear not born here but they grow up here, they are educated here, they are different.  When I say “minority” I think its’ not like really discrimination, but we feel we are not in the mainstream.
                    JZ: Do you mean that the mainstream is high position in different social organization?
                     HM: ya
                   JZ: you said community life.  In China, people people have more close community life. How do you feel communication with local people here? Can you use the same ways to develop relationship with people here?
4.10             HM: I guess so. I think being friends one thing is that you have to get together.
                     JZ: I met some Chinese people here who complain that its not easy to develop social relationship because of the different culture. Even for young people, usually they have more Chinese friends or ones who come from Asian.
4.15         HM: Yah , I can understand because of the background I mentioned already. That means your common interest is quite limited. If  you met friends at work , you talk about work. Otherwise everything else  is different.
                     JZ: Do you mean that there are very limited common interest to talk to each other?
4.15          HM:  Yah. They do different things. For example, at home , I watch TV show, you don’t watch it. So you have nothing talk about it. and I they don’t know you. Because the language, my Asian friends they don’t read local newspaper, they don’t watch news. So they pretty isolated from the society. So when you get together with your friend , what you talk about , grouchy, kids, it’s a very limited topics. I would say of cause you can get to know someone, but it is not easy to built up friendship.
               JZ: instead of culture, do you think there are any other factors limited Chinese immigrates to develop relationship with the local community?
4.20          HM: With the native people? I would say that language is the main issue. In many fields, I met a lot of Chinese friends. They are smart. they work hard, they have good attitudes toward their work, or their life, but their English language skills limited. They lost a lot of opptunities. If you don’t speak the language, you are very hard to work together with others. It’s not only a technical work. For example,  you are doing computer programming, but you don’t talk with your workmates in English, you just do your program. I understand communication is very important in the organization. Even you work  as a skilled professional.   Your language skill limits your growth and promotion, limits your personal life as well, in terms of making friends.
                     JZ: Some maybe have the same opinion as you, but they still don’t pay attention to develop their language communication skills.
5.15             HM: No.  I would say they don’t think about it. It’s not easy.  You understand when you talk Chinese with Chinese friends, not English. you wouldn’t chose to speak English to each other than Chinese. I think it takes effort to speak English. And  when you go out.You have Chinese supermarket. You have Chinese restaurant, you have Chinese TV chanel,  Chinese friends at home , at work. So you always go easy way. You have not to be very hard to speak English or to improve your English.
                      JZ: That’s true. But I can see that you have very good English skills to communicate. And you also have a boy friend. He is a native people.It seems you have much more confidence using English. Could you say something about that? Because I really can see your stong self-confidence from your insight. You feel so good. I really want to know why?. Can you share with me? How do you develop your confidence because when you came here , you are very young, only one woman with a 5-year-old boy without friends and relatives. would you tell me something about that?
5.20           HM: My boy friend always say my English is improved because of him. But I would say, yes, he pushes me on my back. I think there is one line you have to across. I give you an example to explain what a line is. I studied English at school in China. I didn’t use them , except in class with textbook, a little writing, almost no speaking practice, listening materials only limited texts recordings. So we learned from text book. I tried to speak every sentence correctly according grammar rules, so if I don’t know how to express this sentence correctly, I would rather chose not to speak at all. There is one guy , he used to be my roommate, as I mentioned, came here a couple of years earlier than me. So when we went out , of cause he would try to help me, to settle down to do this to do that , go anywhere , of cause ,he was the one to speak this ,speak that. So we went out, and talked to people, and I spoke a lot of grammar errors, and funny pronunciation, a lot of funny things I did myself, like but, you know what , he got thing down. Although, he was not create, but people can understand what he said. he got things down. For me, I didn’t speak. I opened my mouth but my mouth came nothing. So I said oh my gosh. Of cause ,if you can speak English,  perfect, wonderful, but if you can’t , you should put your communication first as you communicate with people, should always try open your mouth , should always try to talk. Don,t be afraid of  making a mistake. You have to go through that stage.  My boy friend and my son used to make fun of my English all time. It becomes the sauce of my family jokes, but because family is so close , I don’t mind they fun me, another thing is that I should learn from these jokes. And I don’t care if they find mistakes I made. I don’t care. All right it’s just another juke. 
             JZ: Lucky, you not only learn English , but also make the family in very happy atmosphere, without any pressure.
5.15            HM: Yes, later on , I think, you don’t need worry about your English skills because you didn’t grow up here, you didn’t educated here. They respected you make mistake. Sometimes, they might correct you. Thank God, you may remember for ever. Some don’t, but most people here, they don’t lough at you or make fun of you if you make mistake. Why my son makes fun of me and correct me because he wants me to remember.  
                    JZ: He really wants to help you to learn English.  I know you have very close long-term relationship with Galan. I think this make you very good opportunity to deeply to understand his family and friends. Do you think you have learn and share something with him?
                     HM: Learn something? like what ? 
                     JZ: I mean people together can share with each other and influence with each other.
                    HM: Oh,  its a bad influence. 
                     JZ: Even you complain he has very bad temper but you still happy with him. I think maybe what attract you. I mean Galan is not a Chinese person.  
6.10            HM: Well, I would say what attract to me is that he is opposite to me. I said to him you always amuse me. I don’t know how people could love you . 
7.10            Before I met him, I would say I always lived in a very tense, felt in my life there must be a goal. I said I had mission. I had to do my best to develop my self,  created better environment for my child. The only way existed I don’t see any alternaertive. But when I came here, I see a lot of different ways of living. I was surprised about a lot of stories of whom I met.  In their middle of life they switched to another industry. When I was in China it was almost impossible when you have graduated, you switch into some sector which is completely different from your major, especially you were well educated , you put so much money, your time, your energy to develop your professional. It’s unimaginable. Here it happens all the time. I remember when I just came to Linkedin for study, my teacher, she used to be a lawyer, and then , now she is an ELS teacher. Like, of course she got married. She has kids. She has raised  family. And after her kids grew up and went away, she came back to do something else for herself. She has chosen to be an ELS teacher. “Oh my gosh  , you are used to be a lawyer! Why do you want to be an ELS teacher now?” But she enjoys it very much. Everyday , she came in with different outwear, with different scarf, beautiful lady. And she is very positive.  You can see she is happy. Yah, there are a lot of other friends. They studied like engineering and science, but after they had graduated, they probably worked for a few years, then they decided to do something different such as opening up a grocery store, or being a gym instructor. I met another one who used to be a lawyer, now he is a gym instructor in her thirties, It’s just so much variety. I think , oh it’s ok. It is not a big deal. I can do something different, too. So, I gave up my profession. I would do something differently. I wouldn’t say I would be successful, but after you do it, you probably  know what  you can do or you want to do.  Something you want do it just because you never do it. 
 6.10         So Glan is completely different living being compared to me. I live for tomorrow, I always get ready for tomorrow. But he is different. He doesn’t  think tomorrow at all. Tomorrow? Ok, deal with when I wake up tomorrow. Very simple example is, I like to pack everything for tomorrow, And he would rather spent time do something elso , for example , watching TV , going out for walk,   but I don’t. It is just different. You respect others chose. In China, people think this is negative life attitude, but here, its his choice,  he feels it is comfortable. He feels happy like that way. So be it , But I am still different. If I have nothing to ready for tomorrow I would have difficult to sleep.
                    J Z: That’s interesting. I agree with you. People have different living style according to their prefence. There are no standards.  I know you love your son Tom, very much. In your mind, what kind of boy is Tom?  Can you use some key words to describe him?
  8.10            HM: Key words? He is very mild. He is smart.
                   JZ: I ask you this question because I think , you are very successful mother, you don’t have experience some tension and aggravation with Tom. But for most family, percents usually have very tension relationship with their teenage children . And you have very equal attitude and open mind when you talk with him, like a friend.When you wear Tom’s age, what was the relationship you and your parents? 
 8.10           HM: I think Tom has my gene of rebelling. I remember, when I was young, my mummy a few times cried because of me. 
                      JZ: Because your behaviour made her unhappy? 
  8.15           HM: Ya, what I wanted to do was my parents didn’t want me to do . Now, I understand why. But then , I couldn’t understand that. I  just wouldn’t obey.  You said I talk with Tom like friend, because sometimes he is surprised me. I fell he is like an adult. He has his own thought.  Sometimes I think he just reminders me . He has his point. I have to sit down to talk with him. Sometimes I would to say he is so mature than me. I am so emotional, very emotional, but he would calm down, and tell me why he feels this way, what should I do ,like, reminder me “you don’ t listen to me”, He is right, Then I say t ok let’s talk about the reason why I don’t  to do this. And you tell me your opinion and suggestion. So we comprise. And as I said I am emotional sometimes when I am sad, I tend to say, it’s enough, it’s no and no , but he would later on talk to me. “You need talk about it. you don’t.” I used to say: “should up.” That’s it. “shout up”. And he says , “how can you solve this problem if you don’t listen to other’s opinion. How can you understand me?” Ok, he is right. I should listen to him. 
              JZ: Yah, we really learn a lot from our kids.  Sometimes understanding life doesn't  depend on how old you are, so I think age is not a problem. Last year, you visited your family.  Both your brother and sister, they have children. Did you find difference between Tom and your nephew and nice? 
HM: Difference between Tom and them?
                     JZ: Ya.
8.10        HM: I think Tom is more open. He would express himself when he is happy. He will speak out what he wants to do or no to do. But my nephew and niece usually don’t express directly their feelings or speak out If they want to do something. Even they don’t like something, they just do it for their parents . If they don’t do it, they just say nothing. But my Tom would argue. He would say why he would do it. And when he wants do it, you can see he is happy. So I think he is more open.
                      JZ:  Is that because personal character or other reasons? 
8.15          HM: I think that we don’t communicate with our parents much, in our culture, right? Here Kids are encouraged to communicate with parents, like talking their thinking, giving their own voice. But in China , sort of press. I think so. At family , at school it is the same. Children are not encourage to express their opinion and feeling. Usually adult think children are too young and neglect to listen to them.  So Its’ a patten, after so long they don’t even know they have different opinion. I was like that . Sometimes I struggle to get rid of ,   struggle to change , try to    speak out myself, to have my opinion. instead just of do whatever I am told to do.
                     JZ:  You mean not only you have your own opinions but also you want your voice to be listened by others. You care about that.  Would you say something about that?
3.25           HM : I think if you have your own opinion, you should express. If you want other people respect you and understand you, it’s your responsibility to let others to listen to you. to let other people to know what do you want. If you don’t say what you want, nobody know what you want.  If I talk with, then I can get it. If I don’t say it, then I can’t get it. I think I should always encourage myself.  I should let my own voice be heard. Probably first you would say you wouldn’t get it, second time you still try, after a few times you get it. If you don’t say it, you never get it.
                     JZ: I have found that you really have changed a lot, in terms of personal character, attitude of life. I think Tom is wonderful boy. He always wants to express his own idea. He wants to communicate with you, to share family responsibility with you. Best wishes you have good time living here. Thank you so much.
                      HM: You welcome.
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